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Welcome to the new Waggin’ Tails Monthly Newsletter
Pet of the Month
Meet Toffee

Hi my name is Toffee I am very shy. I
look like a dachshund. I am looking for
someone who has time and lots of love.
Would do best in a single pet home,
MUST have a fenced in yard NO
exceptions. If interested please fill out a
pre adoption form on
our website.
I would need an adult
household

Wanted: Foster Families for
Kittens and Cats
Every spring, summer and early fall, Monroe County is
inundated with kittens and mother cats. We do a great job of finding
homes for all of them, but we need your help to do it. Kittens must
become big enough and healthy enough to be spayed or neutered
before they can be adopted, and the best place for them to do that is
in a home — possibly yours.
In order to successfully foster kittens, you should be able to:
1• Commit through the duration of the foster period needed
for each cat or kitten that you agree to take in as a foster pet.
2• Provide a safe, warm, and stress-free place in a separate
room of your home.
3• Dedicate a minimum of two hours per day to provide care
and socialization to your foster pets.
4• Ability to travel to and from Vet appointments with your
foster pets to obtain necessary vaccinations.
If you love kittens but aren’t ready to commit for more than a few
weeks or months at a time, fostering may be the perfect
arrangement for you to get your fix of cuteness — and you’ll also be
helping homeless cats on their way to finding their forever home.

It’s nearly that time of year again! Bonfire night is
generally something to look forward to, but if your pet
has a firework phobia you might already be dreading it.
Don’t forget that there are lots of steps you can take to
help your pet cope with all the fuss.
• Prepare as early as possible. Speak to your family about useful
methods for your pet.
• With a little time, sound desensitization therapy can help reduce
your pet’s fears.
• Pheromone treatments can help your pet manage stressful
situations.
• Special diets or supplements can help to maintain a calm state in
the lead up to the festivities.
Medication is sometimes useful in the short term for severe phobias.
On the night, ensure your pet can get to a place they feel safe and
try to act as normally as possible. Avoid fussing over them if you can.
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PITTER PATTER OF TINY PAWS?
Give them the best start...
Taking on a new pet is an exciting time but there is so much to remember in those early months to help
them grow healthy and happy. So if you have recently welcomed a new four-legged arrival to your family, or
are thinking of getting a new pet soon, here’s a quick reminder of the important considerations to help give
them the best possible start.

Diet

Socialization and training

We all know that puppies and kittens have very different
nutritional needs to adults. There are a number of wellknown health problems associated with feeding growing pets
an inappropriate diet so it is important to opt for a complete
diet formulated specifically for growth. Choosing the best
possible quality food will help ensure consistency and
digestibility, and can bring extra benefits too. For example,
premium nutrition is often tailored to individual needs and
incorporates health nutrients, like antioxidants to help support
developing immunity.

As your puppy or kitten grows into a happy, relaxed and wellsocialized adult, they will prove to be a delightful pet. However,
an aggressive, poorly trained or nervous Pet is difficult to
manage and poses a risk to the safety of other animals, family
members or the public. Early socialization is essential to
ensure that puppies and kittens are confident with a variety of
experiences and encounters as adults. Training is also a key
consideration for puppies, to ensure that adult dogs are wellbehaved and easy to manage.

Vaccination

We highly recommend spaying and neutering for the health of
your pet there are to many wonderful dogs and cats sitting in
shelters because of uncontrolled mating. Having them
neutered will have benefits for their health and behavior, and
of course, will help to prevent unwanted litters.

A key aspect of responsible pet ownership, vaccination is
one of the most important steps you can take to help protect
your new puppy or kitten from disease during growth and
throughout adulthood.
Routine vaccination brings two benefits: For the
individual dog or cat it reduces the risk of contracting nasty
diseases, some of which can be fatal. But, just as important,
for the pet dog and cat population as a whole, it reduces the
spread and incidence of the diseases so that they become
less common, and perhaps even eliminated, over time.
However, with significant numbers of stray and unvaccinated
animals at large, it is important to remember that these
infections are still a risk and we do still see cases regularly at
the practice. So vaccination remains a valuable and
responsible decision.

Microchipping
As your puppy or kitten grows you will want to make sure
they are identifiable so that they can be traced back to you if
they are ever lost, injured or stolen. Microchipping will soon
become compulsory for all dogs in the UK and is the
preferred method of permanent identification for most pet
owners. It is a quick and simple procedure but gives valuable
peace of mind.

Neutering

Flea and worm treatment
Regular treatment against parasites is essential to help keep
your new pet free of unwanted passengers. Fleas can cause a
number of issues for young pets, from simple itching to lifethreatening anaemia in the case of severe infestations. Worms
are a common issue in young animals and although there are
often no obvious outward signs of a problem, they can affect
digestive health and cause a public health concern too.

Insurance
Of course, it is important to remember that taking on your new
puppy or kitten will involve a financial commitment too, with
inevitable costs for food, preventative healthcare and
accessories. You will also need to budget for the unexpected
costs of any treatments your pet may need in case of illness or
injury. Pet insurance is a sensible choice, with a vast number
of different policies and coverage available to suit your
individual needs.

